THOMAS, JERMAINE

DOB: 02/23/1932
DOV: 06/26/2024
This is a 92-year-old woman with history of Alzheimer’s dementia, totally bed bound, ADL dependent, has bowel and bladder incontinence, wears a diaper. She is not oriented to person, place, or time. She is confused. She babbles. She had profound amount of weight loss at one time with protein-calorie malnutrition, a PEG tube was placed. She continues to get feeding through her PEG. She does not have a Foley catheter, but she is able to take some food by mouth for pleasure feeding.

She has a KPS score of 40%. Her daughter Yvonne who is her primary caregiver tells me that she has become much more confused in the past month. She is losing weight despite the fact that she is getting supplementation per PEG tube. The PEG tube was recently replaced without any complications. I explained to Yvonne that weight loss is unavoidable given her Alzheimer’s dementia. She also has had bouts of urinary tract infection and increased mucus production. She would benefit from a comfort pack at home to be able to use atropine to control the patient’s mucus. The patient’s head of the bed is at 45 degrees to decrease aspiration, but she continues to have issues with aspiration.

Overall prognosis is poor and the family is aware of tube feeding and how to check residuals on a regular basis. The patient is ADL dependent once again and the weight loss is considered unavoidable. The patient does not have any evidence of decubitus ulcer at this time. She continues to decline with the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s dementia. Overall prognosis remains quite poor for this woman.
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